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Information Sheet 
What is the soil food web? 
Within the soil, there are millions of organisms interacting with each other. Some feed on 
the sugars plants produce, some feed on each other. Some store nutrients in their bodies. 
Others make nutrients available to plants. This web of interaction is known as the soil food 
web. 
 

 
 
Dr Elaine Ingham discovered that all parts of the web need to be present and functioning for 
plants to thrive. When this is the case, healthy soil is evident. When the soil food web is 
functioning well, soil retains moisture; nutrients otherwise locked up in the soil become 
available to plants; nutrients are retained so run off and leaching is minimised; toxins are 
broken down (a concern in urban areas with road traffic and air pollutants); and, the growth 
of desired plants is promoted minimising the need for the use of herbicides. Healthy soils 
lead to healthy plants. Healthy plants are nutrient dense (good for health [e.g. in the areas 
of obesity, auto-immune disorders, and mental health]). They resist disease, minimising the 
need for pesticides and fungicides. Your soil food web is a worthy topic to explore. 
 
EarthWhile Australia provides: 

- on-site consultations where we discuss the soil food web with you, and show you, 
using a powerful microscope, what is living in your soil; 

- qualitative soil sampling that reports on the absence or presence of organisms. 
 
More information is available on our website: www.earthwhileaustralia.com 
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Item  Advertised  Unit  

Home Garden Consultation - Soil foodweb, soil succession, take 
and view 2 samples. Up to 1.5hours on site.   $     149.00   /consult 

Single Sample - observe and provide qualitative report   $       60.00   /sample 

Subsequent samples - observe and provide qualitative report   $       40.00   /sample 

Travel if >30km from Byford  
* Negotiable when 2 consultations are booked  $         0.70   /km 

 
A home consultation is good value as you get to see how samples are taken and viewed, an 
onsite consultation about the soil food web, and the opportunity to ask questions relevant 
to your property. 
 
With the information given, you can then make informed decisions as to how to correct any 
issues. Depending on what you need, you might choose to use quality compost, a compost 
tea, mulches, cover crops, fish hydrosolate liquid and/or a seaweed or molasses solution, or 
a combination of the foregoing.  
 
Soil Sample Information 
We need approximately half a cup of soil to take the sample from. Please make up your 
sample by taking ‘cores’ about 10cm deep from 3 spots within the zone you would like 
assessed. This should be placed in a sandwich bag/lidded glass jar with plenty of air space 
left. Each bag/jar is considered to be one sample. 
 
Please attach this information to the outside of the sample container: 

Name: 
 
Location where sample was taken: e.g. veggie garden at Mead Street, Vic Park 
 
 
What is growing currently?                                         What do you want to grow? 
 
Date sample taken: 
 
Phone number: 
 
Email address: 
 
Other notes: 

 


